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Atlas of UK Butterflies 2015-2019  
 
This report presents UK distribution maps for all resident and regular migrant butterfly species (except 
Large Blue) based on the most recent five-year survey of the Butterflies for the New Millennium (BNM) 
recording scheme (2015-2019). The BNM scheme, run by Butterfly Conservation, collates 
opportunistic sightings of butterflies via a network of expert, volunteer County Recorders and local 
environmental records centres. In many areas, records from other recording and monitoring schemes, 
such as the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme, Garden Butterfly Survey and Big Butterfly Count, are 
also incorporated following verification.  
 
In total, 4.82 million records were amassed during the five-year period. Analysis and interpretation of 
these data were published in The State of the UK’s Butterflies 2022 report, but the full set of 
distribution maps is published here for reference. Maps show the recorded distribution in each 10km x 
10km grid square for 2015-2019, as well as historical records where species have been observed in 
the past but not in the most recent survey. Records are shown only for the UK (i.e. England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales). You may reproduce these maps as long as Butterfly Conservation is 
acknowledged as the source. 
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