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Dingy  Skipper  2014
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White  Admiral  2014
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When   this   newsletter   drops   onto   your  

will  be  emerging.      Skippers,  Browns,  Blues,  
Admirals,  Tortoiseshells,   and  more  will   be  

notebooks  and  phone  apps   too.     Recording  
what  we  have  and  comparing  annual  results  

were   received   by   Bill   Stone   who,   quite  

with  Rob  Parker,  produced  the  report.  

*****
This   year   there   will   be   a   Photographic  
Competition,  with   judging   to   take  place   at  

these  pages.    

present  you  receive  a  hard  copy  and  would  
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are   very   welcome   and   should   be   sent   to   the   Editor,  
Peter  Maddison,  no  later  than  Sunday  27th  Sept,  2015.

published   and  we  also  welcome   line  drawings,   prints  

and  photographs.

to   the   address   on   the   Contacts   page   or   by   email   to:  

Editorial copy date

New Members 
Susan Sidle, Branch Membership Secretary

Wider Countryside Butterfly Survey

know.

Contact  details  for  Susan  Sidle:  susansidle361@gmail.com  or  01379  643665.

Miss  K  M  Charlton,  Stowmarket

Mr  R  Kitchener,  Ipswich

Ms  C  Prendergast,  Merton

Mr  C  A  Stadler,  Ipswich

Mrs  D  Todd,  Bury  St  Edmunds
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Summary  

and  the  long  term  trend  is  still  a  concerning  
one.  

Overview  of  the  UK  weather  in  2014  All  
months   except   August   were   warmer   than  
average,  and   this  was   the  warmest  year  on  

Bertha  brought  strong  winds,  heavy  rain  and  

early  December.  

that   the   eight   warmest   years   in   this   series  

It  was  also  marginally  the  warmest  year  on  

August   were   warmer   than   average,   none  

individual   regions   had   their   wettest   year  

2014 Butterfly Report
Bill Stone and Rob Parker

2014    Weather  for  East  Anglia

Season Mean  Temp Anomaly Sunshine Anomaly Rainfall Anomaly
Deg  C Deg  C hrs mm

Spring
Summer
Autumn
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were   also  wetter   than   average   and  August  

were  drier   than  average  in  most  areas,  and  

Sunshine  amounts  varied   regionally  but   in  

notably   sunny   months   whereas   May   and  

Residents  -  Winners  &  Losers  

Comma,   Peacock   and   Small   Tortoiseshell  
all  appeared  to  have  had  a  reasonable  year  
with   these   species   seen   in   good   numbers  
throughout   the  year.     The  mild  spring  also  

as   Meadow   Brown   and   Ringlet   started  
very  well  but  were   then  hit  hard  when   the  
weather   changed   dramatically   in   August  

stopped.      The  August   “blip”   also   nudged  

early,   emergence   no   doubt   encouraged   by  

wing   and   rare   second   broods   were   noted  

recorded  as  commented  below.  

Early  &  Late  

their   hibernation   and   a   Brimstone   seen  
nd

th

than   usual   and   new   earliest   dates   were  
th   March  

rd

th th

th th  

th  

Brown  also  appeared  very  early  across   the  
th  April  beat  the  

th  May  by  several  

species   were   also   on   the   wing   early   no  

th

th th

st th

th

rd th

White  Admiral   on   the   wing   so   early   and  

late   appearing   individuals   extended   the  

rd th  
th

th
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late   in   comparison   to   previous   years.     As  
rd

th  
th  

th

Migrants
The   year   started   well,   with   a   Large  
Tortoisehell

th   March.      Despite   the  

lingered  with   the   last   sighting   reported   on  
th

predicted   what   would   happen   later   in   the  
year.  

this   time   was   the   Scarce   Tortoiseshell  
(Nymphalis   xanthomelas

in   good   numbers   throughout   Scandinavia  

th

Minsmere   and   the   other   at   Burgh   Castle.    

Both   were   photographed   and   videoed   and  

(At  

the  time  of  writing  this  report  at  least  three  

Scarce  Tortoiseshells  have  been  reported  in  

Suffolk  in  2015).  

Swallowtail  were  received  
th

and   photographs   taken   suggest   this   was  
P.  m.  gorganus.    

The   second   record   concerned   a   caterpillar  
th

or  perhaps  a  local  release.    

Queen   of   Spain   Fritillary   was   seen   in   a  
th  August  

th

Both  Clouded   Yellow   and   Painted   Lady  
were   reported   throughout   the   year   but  

Yellow  were  still  made  with  a  highest  count  
st

near  Bawdsey.     The  Red  Admiral  enjoyed  
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a   very   good   year   and   numbers   increased  
considerably  through  May  until  September,  

counts  were  noted  on  the  coast  at  key  watch  

suggested  return  migration  to  the  continent.    

th

Other  species  of  interest  

The  Chalkhill  Blue
county  was  closely  monitored  and  the  table  

Based  on  these  results  the  colony  appears  to  

received  in  the  year  but  it  is  highly  likely  that  

host   plant,   horseshoe   vetch   (Hippocrepis  
comosa

Purple  Emperor  

records   related   to   the   introduced   colony  
at  Theberton  Woods   but   records  were   also  

numbers,   throughout  the  county  in  suitable  

Date Male Female
th

nd  August
th  August
st  August 3

th  September

Purple  Emperor:  2014

      2-‐9  max  seen
      10+  max  seen
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The   Silver-washed   Fritillary   maintained  
its  hold  in  the  county  with  some  good  counts  

th

slower  pace  than  seen  in  previous  years  with  

That   said   it   was   still   present   in   33   tetrads  

early  in  the  year  and  seemed  to  have  a  good  
breeding  season  until   the  harsh  weather  hit  

was  noted  which  generated  a  new  latest  date  

Marbled  White  and  involved  a  singleton  

th  
April  was  a  very  odd  record  and  must  surely  

the   species   was   again   seen   at   the   central  

small  numbers  at  another  site  close  by  but  it  

or  by  deliberate  intervention.

Unusual  Species  
The   year   turned   out   to   be   an   “interesting”  

  High  Brown  Fritillary  
(Argynnis   adippe

      2-‐9  max  seen
      10+  max  seen
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surrounding   countries   have   been   recorded.    
Good   populations   exist   in   the   Ardennes,  

Indeed   some   commented   how   localised  

and  it’s  likely  that  a  deliberate  or  accidental  
A  

Cleopatra  (Gonepteryx  cleopatra

widespread  throughout  southern  Europe  this  
species  is  not  considered  migratory  so  I  can  
only  assume  that  it  was  a  release  or  escape  

Swallowtails.   Closer   scrutiny   suggests   the  

either  Ozark  Swallowtail  (Papilio  joanae
or  Black   Swallowtail   (Papilio   polyxenes

home   rearing   so   again,   I   can   only   assume  

private  collection.

Suffolk  Biodiversity  Action  Plan  -  Priority  
Species

White  Admiral,   Grayling,  Wall   and   Small  

See  also  
  

Dingy  Skipper  

Despite   the   strong   season   enjoyed   by   this  

in   numbers.      As   such   it   remains   a   very  

and  west  to  Elveden  Center  Parcs.  
th   May   and  

th

than  normal  so  it  appears  that  emergence  is  

plant.    The  resulting  distribution  map  shows  
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2014  Survey

dates  to  undertake  counts,  do  not  necessarily  

seen   in   Cambridgeshire   along   the   Devils  

th

th  

ride  widening  work  undertaken.

Silver-studded  Blue  

would  support  continued   improvement  and  

many  observers   expressing  disappointment  

on   3rd
th  

shown  in  the  map.

Results  of  Annual  Count

recorded.     When   compared   to   the   “datum  

counted   this   returns   a   very   disappointing  

Walberswick.  

volunteers  appear  to  have  supported  a  slight  
increase  in  numbers  compared  to  last  year’s  
count.    In  addition,  the  local  Ransomes  CWS  
site  also  showed  a  marginal   increase  and  a  

in  with  heather  strewing.  

Minsmere   looks   like   being   permanent,  
so   arrangements   have   been   made   to  

in   the  Minsmere   colonies.      This   will   take  

peak.  
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White-letter  Hairstreak

neighbouring   trees.      It   can  also   roam  wide  
areas  utilising  elm  hidden  amongst  roadside  

viewing   positions   are   normally   used.    

other   more   dominant   trees   as   the   canopy  
develops.    These  sites  can  then  be  recorded  

monitoring.

th

th

th

the  distribution  map.

White  Admiral

The  White  Admiral  appeared  to  have  a  good  

the  additional  tetrads  indicate  short  distance  
expansion  on  established  sites  which  is  very  

summer  woodland  species  and  a  new  earliest  
recorded   date   was   set   with   an   individual  

th

th

with   the   unpleasant   weather   experienced.    
A   small   second  generation  was   then   noted  

th th

Grayling

encouraged   it  on   to   the  wing  early  and   the  
th

at  Blaxhall  Common.    This  also  constituted  
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a  new  earliest  date.    It  then  appeared  in  good  

August   with   some   excellent   counts   being  

th  August.      It   was  
th  September  at  Woodbridge  

The   distribution   map   clearly   shows   the  
split   in   the   county  with   the  Breckland   and  
Sandlings  populations.    It  sharply  represents  

grasslands.      It   used   to   be   recorded   in   the  

and   west   populations   represents   one   such  

th  August.

a   weak   but   stable   population   but   clearly  
vulnerable   and   it   is   essential   that   close  
monitoring  continues.    

Wall

The   Wall   appeared   to   experience   another  

locations;;  these  being  the  south  east  coastal  

again   lost   through   coastal   erosion   and   by  

Mapping  these  records  revealed  the  species  

worth  noting   that   the  Wall   enjoyed  a  good  
year   in  neighbouring  Cambridgeshire.     So,  
it’s   highly   likely   that   more   Walls   were  

unreported.  

th th

th

th  
th

generations   were   also   recorded   in   Essex  

be  submitted  so  that  an  accurate  record  can  
be   maintained   and   the   species   be   closely  
monitored.  

Small  Heath

this  year  which  represents  a  small   increase  

th  

th

th

th
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woodland  rides  but  the  key  requirement  is  a  

showed   a   percentage   change   in   abundance  

stable  population  and  as  with   the  Grayling  
it   is   vulnerable   and   requires   continued  
monitoring.    

Recording  and  Geographic  Coverage  

Britain  and  Ireland  in  order  to  assess  change,  

recording  period.     These   “black  holes”   are  
scattered  across  the  county  with  the  weakest  
area  still   remaining  the  agricultural   land  in  

recording  schemes  such  as   iRecord  and  on  

“app”   are   based   provided   valuable   data.    
It  was   interesting   to  note  how  advances   in  
social   media   and   the   smart   phone   “apps”  

are  recorded  and  how  recorders  submit  their  
sightings.        

Species  Maps  

species,  some  are  included  within  this  issue,  

required.    Despite  

per  tetrad.
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Analysis  

and  Small  White   are   interesting   as   despite  

showed   that  Red  Admiral  had  a  good  year  

occasions   and   a   good   distribution   range  

now  describes  the  decline  as  being  “highly  

studded  Blue  appeared  to  have  slipped  back  

its   distribution   especially   in   the   Waveney  

Transects  

single   species   transects   were   monitored  
and  these  are  listed  below.    Thanks  are  due  

Blue  (Terry  Peake  at  Blaxhall  Common  and  

In  almost  every  case,  additional  volunteers  

walker  and  provided  valuable  support  to  the  
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(WCBS)

transect   recording.      It   targets   common  and  

August.    

contribution.  
  

volume  of  Suffolk  Natural  History.

Number  of  species  2010-‐2014
      1-‐9  species
      10  -‐  19  species
      20+  species

Number  of  species  2014
      1-‐9  species
      10  -‐  19  species
      20+  species
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Work  has  continued  throughout   the  autumn  and  
winter  months  to  restore  and  also  recreate  habitat  

end  near  Bucklesham  Road,  to  the  northern  end  

Council  Rangers  started  the  work  in  September,  

which  will  link  with  that  being  created  at  Ipswich  

volunteers   also   helped   complete   the   protective  
dead  hedge   around   the   area,   using  Silver  Birch  

is  no  exception.  Sunny  banks  have  been  created  

heather   litter   has   been   spread,   sandy   patches  

where  Silver  Birch  was   removed  by   coppicing,  

north  westwards.  

An   interesting   side   note   relating   to   the   link   is  

disturbing   unexploded   ordnance   in   the   ground,  
Dave  Basham  (volunteer  and  Purdis  SSB  transect  

‘bomb  squad’  were  called  and  removed  the  device  

BC  volunteers  continued  scrub  clearance  across  

some  work.

In   December,   at   the   scrape   adjacent   to   the  

and  whilst   searching,   also   discovered   seedpods  

pleasing  to  report,  since  these  plants  are  critical  

strewings   two  winters   ago.     The  plants   are   still  

‘Megabash’   event,   and   improved   and   widened  
the  ‘desire  path’  which  runs  in  a  roughly  northerly  

Purdis Heath SSSI update, May 2015
Part of the Ipswich Heaths Project . A bit of a diary by volunteer warden Julian Dowding
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with  more  people  using  the  improved  path  rather  
than   the   one   which   cuts   across   more   sensitive  
areas.     This  work  has  also  opened  up  the  heath,  

harvesting   across   the   site.      This   operation   was  

woodland   belt.      The   area   had   been   earmarked  

trees   and   cut   Silver   Birch   scrub   was   used   by  

breached   or   dismantled   by   uncaring   people,   so  

  
In   March,   an   enclosure   made   with   stakes   and  

again,   thoughtless   walkers   had   allowed   their  

it  served  no  use.    

bramble   and   gorse   using   a   herbicide.         With  

pulling  and  digging  (which  seems  to  be  a  never  

was   deemed   appropriate.      The   scrape   today   is  
looking   very   much   like   pioneer   heathland   and  

and  Green  Tiger  Beetles.    

studded  Blue  as   the  ants  are  known   to   tend   the  

Site  notices  have  also  been   installed  on   the  site  

doing.  

in   various   locations.     Acidity   would   appear   to  

the  site  have   increased  with  at   least   six  singing  
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notice  positive   changes  with   a   gradual   increase  

only  be  good.

do  get  in  touch  with  us.      

resemble  our  quarry:  Mother  Shipton  moth  while  

  

numbers   and   the   striking   yellow   and   black  
Cinnabar   caterpillars   on   Ragwort   are   also  
pleasing  to  see.

Commophila   aeneana   at  

days.

moths  and  recording  them  expanded  my  domestic  
moth  list  considerably.  

catch  my  eye  on  occasion

like:  British  Moths   by  Chris  Manley,   and  Field  
Guide   to   the  Micro-Moths  of  Great  Britain  and  

Ireland   by   Phil   Sterling   and   Mark   Parsons.      I  

ukmoths.org.uk  website.

Notes on the Photos of Day-flying Moths on the back cover
Trevor Goodfellow

AGM
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Suffolk Branch Photographic Competition 
Twm Wade

At   the   2015   AGM   there   will   be   a   photo  
competition  for  photos  and  videos  taken  in  the  
UK  or  abroad  by  a  member  of  SBBC.        

There  are  three  classes:  

3.  A  video  or  digital  slide  show.
    

Rules  

participant.    Such  entries  can  be  in  more  than  one  

cycle    

their  own  work    

digitally   enhanced   but   allowing   cropping   and  
resizing.      

>  may  include  a  commentary,  background  music  

digitally  enhanced  but  allowing  cropping  and  the  

>  may  include  more  than  one  species.    
  

night    

on  the  night.    
  

Administrative  Arrangements    

member’s  name  on  the  back  and  a  unique  number  

entry    

loose  on  a  table    

wall  or  board    

attending   the  meeting   during   the   tea   break   and  
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Six Of The Best in 2014 - Part Two 
Richard Stewart

British   species  and   the  underwing  patterning   is  

improved  and  one  in  pristine  condition  was  seen  
along  a  main  ride,  with  a  distant  second  one  later.    

saw   two   Purple   Emperors   high   in   the   canopy.    

plums,   in   case   Purple   Emperors   were   present.  

White  Admirals   high   in   the   oak   canopy   and   at  

tall  thistles  in  the  sunlit  glade  and  some  making  

couple  who  came  in  later.    They  quickly  assessed  
I   was   alone,   in   ‘another   world’   and   kept   very  
quiet,   just   taking   photos   and   not   coming   over  

I   entered   the   ride,   two   tattered  White  Admirals  
were   nectaring   on   bramble,   one   seeming   to  
bounce   across   the   leaves,   presumably   to   save  

appeared,   jumping   up   at  me.      I   shouted   loudly  
and   the  owner  appeared,   trying   to  convince  me  

sign  right  next   to  her.     She  did  apologise  but   it  
spoiled  the  experience.    Bracken  is  encroaching  
on  many  brambles   and   I   have   indicated   this   to  

the  wood.  

on   bramble,   next   to   a   Peacock   and   two   more  

sleeve.      It  was  good   to   see  mums  and   toddlers  

recent   years   I   have   been  puzzled   as   to  why   an  

Emperor,   seen  on  my  visit,   need.      I  mentioned  
this   to   a   ranger   who   told   me   it   was   being   cut  

was   destroyed   by   a   large   harvesting   machine  

main  track  I  drew  a  blank,  noting  nearby  tracks  

since  I  had  arranged  a  time  to  be  picked  up  by  the  

about   ten   metres   deep,   where   trees   had   been  
harvested.      It  had  been  colonised  by  nettles  and  
brambles,   attracting   Peacock,  Meadow   Brown,  
Comma,  Gatekeeper,   one  Grayling  and,   at   last,  
a   somewhat   tattered   White   Admiral.      It   kept  

away,   its  body  angled  so  I  could  appreciate   the  

time   at   this   spot   as   I   could   hear   no   human   or  
machine  noises,  just  a  gentle  breeze  and  the  calls  

mission  achieved.  
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New Beginnings
Bill Stone

Bugle   Ajuga   reptans Centranthus  

ruber

Lythrum   salicaria

were  quickly  added  to  the  garden.  With  the  remaining  

Thyme,  Marjoram  to  sit  in  pots  along  with  a  mixture  

to  see  that  the  garden  has  started  to  develop  and  with  
the  mixed  wet  and  sunny  weather  some  have  grown  

the   Bowles   Mauve   always   grows   well   in   a   sunny  
position   and   those   that   I   planted   have   really   taken  

th

over   the  recent  weeks  I  have  recorded  several  more  

species  will  be  attracted  in.  The  buddleja  and  verbena  
are   already   waist   high   and   some   success   with  
scabious,  verbena  and  knapweed  seedlings  also  bodes  

New   address

Seventy-Four Years Later
Richard Stewart
On 16th July 2014 I visited Wheatfen Broad in 

Norfolk, a place I explore more frequently after 

discovering a convenient bus service.  At this time 

of year I always visit a large sunlit bramble glade at 

the far end of the wood, hoping White Admirals may 

have returned, as there was a small colony present 

until a few years ago.  There were just a few whites 

realised it was larger, with different colouring and 

Silver-washed Fritillaries in Wolves Wood just two 

days earlier.  With some excitement I headed back to 

doubtful if this would be a new sighting as, in all 

my years of visiting Wheatfen, including when Ted 

Ellis was alive, the only time I had achieved this was 

over an hour on 1st July and had two good photos to 

show me.  These were of a male but subsequently, 

after my visit, a female was seen.  To encourage a 

already reshaped the glade, removing a few branches 

and coppicing nearby hazel to let more light in, but 

retaining some shade and honeysuckle in case White 

retaining nearby trees as eggs are laid on them, the 

emerging caterpillars then crawling to the dog violets, 

which are the larval food plant. 

its spread in many parts of the country includes 88 

records from 31 2km tetrads as included in the 2013 

Suffolk Report.  Norfolk’s 2012 report lists records 

from 14 2km tetrads with County Recorder Andy 

about eight miles away.  It will be interesting to see 

when this species is recorded at Strumpshaw Fen, just 

across the river and with suitable woodland habitat.  

As for the title, the last record at Wheatfen was back 

in 1940, and not surprisingly the person who saw it 

was Ted Ellis. 
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Farmers Do Listen – Sometimes!
Mervyn Crawford

countryside,   will   encounter   in   most   years.  
At   the   very   outset   I   wish   to   make   it   very  
clear  that  in  no  way  is  this  article  an  attempt  

do  want   to  make  our  members  more  aware  

I   recognise,   however   that   it   is   simply  
impossible   to  please  all  conservationists  all  

then  wish  to  protect  these  with  my  tiny  cloth  

these  very  same  hedges.  And  so  on.......

So   throughout   the   twelve   month   calendar,  

any  maintenance  activity.  I’m  sure  some  will  

more  commonly  this  winter.  Whenever  I  read  
my  books  on  best  pruning  practice  I’m  told  
to  make  as  clean  a  cut  as  possible   to  avoid  
diseases   taking  hold.  What   this  does   to  our  
hedgerow   moth   population   is   incalculable,  
when   many   pass   the   winter   on   the   outer  
growths  as  eggs,  hibernating  larvae  and  even  

good   driving   visibility,   the   lush   growth   on  

and   Garlic  Mustard   is   turned   to   pulp   with  

by Mervyn Crawford
Small Eggar Moth
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allowed  me   to   drive   through   the   area,   and,  

in  length.  

Although  a  nationally  much  declined,   even  
threatened   species,   it   has   never   been   that  

still  in  Cambridgeshire,  so  continued  across  

keep   a  watch   on   these  webs   until   one   day  

Somewhat  alarmed,  I  pulled  into  the  nearest  

actually  located  where  two  had  been  cleanly  
cut  away  and  was  then  able  to  see  one  lying  

lying   on   the   ground.   Several   larvae   could  
be   seen   quite   active   still   under   the   various  

Without   even   stopping   to   consider   the  

to   Mildenhall.   I   had   an   ulterior   motive   in  

this   species   to   put   with   the   others   on   my  

had  also  been  spotted  on  that  same  hedge,  but  

species  whose  numbers  have  probably  been  

methods   at   the   wrong   season.   The   same  

were   nowhere   near   large   enough   to   pupate  

stretch,  they  should  all  survive  this  year,  as  

Small Eggar Larva
by Mervyn Crawford



The Suffolk Argus

26

normal  perhaps?

still  at  places  like  Aspel  Close  and  Ramparts  

woods.

marked  the  spot.  It  was  virtually  impossible  

I  discovered  that  they  all  had  moved  inside  
the   bushes   on   to   main   stems,   presumably  

a  sharp  jolt  on  the  bush  would  not  dislodge  
them  as  they  appeared  to  be  connected  to  a  

still  see  ‘migrated’  to  the  outer  twigs  where  
the  slightest  touch  or  vibration  caused  them  
to   roll   into   the   characteristic   ring   and  drop  

Wicken   did   exactly   the   same   thing  when   I  
tried  to  photograph  them  whilst  holding  the  

other   hand.   This   instinctive   reaction   may  

later.

buildings   to   the   hedgerow   in   question,  

lady  who  answered  got  her  husband  on  his  
mobile  phone,  and  within  minutes  they  both  

rummaged   through   a   most   untidy   bureau  

remorse  at  his  mistake.  

I  was  appalled  at  the  gross  and  unchallenged  

webs  in  the  hedgerow,  then  these  are  almost  

The  remedy  is  to  spray  the  entire  hedge  with  
the   strongest   insecticide   available   and   the  

I  am  blessed  with  a  thick  skin  and  can  handle  

don’t  utterly  destroy  everything  in  their  path.  
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Purdis Heath 2014 - 2015
See the Ipswich Heaths Project Update on page 18

Purdis Heath northern section

Scraping o" the surface trash Heather clippings being spread

Small Eggar moth larval web

See ‘Farmers Do Listen - 
Sometimes’

Page 24

Enter the
Photographic 

Competition 2015

See page 21 
for details



The Suffolk Argus

28

Day-flying Moths 
See Trevor Goodfellow’s notes on page  

 Red-tipped Clearwing                   Commophila aeneana                 Pyrausta despicata  

  Hornet Clearwing                Six-spot Burnet cocoon            Five-spot Burnet 

Forester                                                                Mother Shipton 

Day-flying Moths 
See Trevor Goodfellow’s notes on page  

 Red-tipped Clearwing                   Commophila aeneana                 Pyrausta despicata  

  Hornet Clearwing                Six-spot Burnet cocoon            Five-spot Burnet 

Forester                                                                Mother Shipton 

Day-flying Moths
See Trevor Goodfellow’s notes on page 20

Red-tipped Clearwing

Hornet Clearwing

Forester

Longhorn Nemophora degeerella

Mother Shipton

Plume moth Pterophorus pentadactyla

Six-spot Burnet cocoon Five-spot Burnet

Commophila aeneana Pyrausta despicata


